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knowing and realizing the hold that the church had
on many Russians, went about cautiously in carry-
ing out its plan. Its procedure in confiscating more
and more churches and houses of worship and in
persecuting the clergy, though consistent and re-
lentless, was slow. On the other hand, the Soviets
established what were called "universities of
atheism," for which purpose they used many of the
confiscated churches, and the Russian people were
induced and encouraged to attend them and listen
to and absorb the new gospel of atheism.

Not only the clergy but even parents are pro-
hibited from influencing or teaching their children
any form of the old religion until the children are
eighteen years old, and any deviation from or
violation of this rule is punishable. In the schools
for Russian children are posters depicting religion
as the opium of the people, and it is stressed that
all religions are used by the capitalists as a tool
to exploit the workers. The teachers are required
to train the children in the principles of commu-
nism and atheism.

A" small portion of the older generation still
clings to the old beliefs and religion and attends
church, and the government has left a few churches
for that purpose. But for an outsider to realize how